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Release Notes

Surfaces is a kaleidoscopic meeting of timbres and colors from different
corners of the World. The release contains original pieces of composers
from Serbia, Turkey, China, Argentina, Iran .



Track List

1. Phthalo Green ( Nikola lli¢ )
2. TA-HEK ( Deniz Atalay )
3. Sisyphus Day ( Ki Yan)
4. La Sombra y El Viento ( Nicolas Gerchunoff )

5. Shining Darkness ( Hamoon Zarabi )

Informations about Compositions

1))
Phthalo Green ( Nikola lli¢ )

Composed for the "Connections” concert at the University of Tor Vergata,
Rome, 18th of March 2025. The title was inspired by the synthetic pigment
of the same name invented to replace the toxic and impermanent greens
once used in art. This invention serves as a metaphor for humanity's
capacity to transcend its current state of environmental decay and a nod
to a more hopeful future. The composition is partially inspired by ambient
music and post-rock.

2)
TA-HEK ( Deniz Atalay )

In Turkish music rhythm education, syllables like DiUm, Tek, Te-Ka, and Ta-
Hek are used to help students remember rhythmic cycles. In the first part
of the piece TA-HEK, these syllables are used in an abstract way. However,
when the rhythmic section begins, the piece shiNs into a 10/8 rhythm,
commonly used in Turkish music, turning the earlier abstraction into
something more concrete. TA-HEK is a mix of musique concréte, free
improvisation, Turkish rhythmic patterns and cultural references used in an
abstract way. It was composed as an assignment for Prof. Paolo Gatti’s
composition class.



3)
Sisyphus Day ( Ki Yan)

Sisyphus Day captures the essence of everyday life for ordinary people,
drawing parallels to the myth of Sisyphus. As Sisyphus is condemned to
repeat his labor endlessly, the mundane routines of daily life can feel
similarly repetitive and burdensome. The soundscape is constructed from
the noisy, overlooked, and often irritating sounds of urban life reflected in
Rome.

4)
La Sombra y El Viento ( Nicolds Gerchunoff )

This piece is the result of integrating several compositional techniques
explored in the Composition | and Il courses of the Sonic Arts program.
These techniques include window form, bang articulation, imitation
counterpoint, and genetic transformation, among others. The rock- based
aesthetic of the piece is interwoven with electronic sounds and processed
recorded materials. Additionally, voices and guitars play a crucial role in
linking the different sections of the form, injecting a narrative dimension
into the composition.

5)
Shining Darkness ( Hamoon Zarabi )

Shining Darkness is an electroacoustic composition that merges
synthesized textures, field recordings, and processed vocals through
technigues such as granular synthesis, spectral transformation, and
dynamic spatialization. The piece blends elements of Eastern and Western
musical traditions, integrating diverse instruments and vocal expressions
with fragments of poetry to create a dialogue between cultural and
emotional identities. It unfolds through a contrast of density and silence,
exploring psychoacoustic tensions between luminosity and obscurity. This
work forms a central part of my thesis project, which investigates how
sound can bridge contrasting aesthetics and translate perceptual dualities
into a unified sonic experience.



Biographies

D
Nikola Ilié

Sound designer and composer based in Novi Sad, Serbia. Interests include
crafting audio for interactive media, film and games, as well as music
composition, Foley, mixing & mastering and audio-driven visualizations.
Background in computer graphics and robotics, currently enrolled in the
Master in Sonic Arts program at Tor Vergata and exploring alternative
approaches to sound design through granular and micromontage
technigues. Performing as guitarist for bands "Plant No More"” and "Skylos"
and creating online under the alias "zapocan”.

2)
Deniz Atalay

Composer and sound artist whose work explores the intersection of
electroacoustic textures and traditional Turkish music. With academic
backgrounds in both Sonic Arts and Turkish Music, he creates immersive
soundscapes that bridge Eastern and Western traditions. A key element of
his live performances is improvisation on his fretless synthesizer guitar. His
music has been featured in exhibitions and performances across Turkiye,
ltaly, and Poland. Based in Ankara, he is currently engaged in sound-driven,
interdisciplinary collaborations.

3)
Ki Yan

Ki Yan, a visual worker and researcher, is currently based in Prague. Her
work aims to play sound for fun and explore the “out of order in order”.

4)
Nicolas Gerchunoff

Argentinian composer and electric guitar player based in Turin, Italy. His
work explores the intersection between experimental composition,
progressive rock, and electroacoustic music, combining instrumental
performance with technology, sound design, and algorithmic processes.
Trained in classical composition and new media, he has created works for
concert performance, audiovisual projects, and interdisciplinary



collaborations involving dance, theatre, and video art.

5)
Hamoon Zarabi

Music producer, songwriter, and mix / mastering engineer currently
completing his Master’s in Sonic Arts at the University of Rome Tor
Vergata. His work blends sound, emotion, and storytelling to create
immersive sonic experiences.



